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Introduction 

The City Council for the City of Manassas made and approved the formation of the 
Parks & Recreation Committee on March 27, 2017. It is an advisory body pursuant 
to Virginia Code § 15.2-1411 and subject to City of Manassas Code § 2-301 and City 
Council Policies related to advisory bodies. 

 

Responsibilities 

The purposes of the Board are as follows: 

1. To develop long and short-term plans for the acquisition, development, 
implementation and evaluation of park and recreation facilities, services and 
programs based upon identified and anticipated needs of the residents of the 
City of Manassas. 

2. To advocate for the preservation, development, implementation and 
evaluation of park and recreation facilities, services and programs according 
to long and short-term plans. 

3. To encourage and develop community awareness, appreciation, involvement, 
and the use of the City’s recreation and park facilities, services and programs. 

4. To pursue and encourage the development of recreation and park facilities, 
services and programs in cooperation with neighboring jurisdictions. 

5. To annually review and provide recommendations to the proposed five-year 
Capital Improvement Program budget and fees for facilities and programs. 

 
 
 
 

Activities 

In FY 2020, the Parks and Recreation Committee collaborated with park users and 
Manassas City Public Schools (MCPS) to increase park usage and physical activity. 
These projects included participating in the planning session for park improvements at 
Calvary Run Park in addition to introducing new amenities to over 50 park users at 
Kinsley Mill Park as well as launching a parks information day with over 30 recreation 
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partners in the City. Above all, the committee worked to engage new partners to 
continue the Healthy Eating Active Living (HEAL) Initiative. 
 

The Parks and Recreation Committee supported the improvement planning at Calvary 
Run Park by hosting a community picnic and by participating in group discussions. 
Visibility in the parks continues to be a priority of the committee, as they toured the 
area with park users and encouraged feedback at Kinsley Mill Park’s ribbon cutting.  
Despite having to postpone the Parks Information Day due to inclement weather 
conditions, in an effort to collaborate on future community projects in the parks, the 
committee continued to engage community partners by extending invitations to its 
monthly meetings. In turn, the committee has established a partnership with the 
Virginia Cooperative Extension and awarded a mini grant to launch a community garden 
at the Martin K. Alloy Boys and Girls Club of Manassas.  
 

Through the HEAL initiative, the Parks and Recreation Committee continues to provide 
site-specific support in MCPS. The committee, in partnership with Baldwin Elementary, 
had the opportunity to make a presentation on healthier habits to both staff and 
students.  The committee donated smart snacks and explored the benefits of an active 
lifestyle before, during and after school with students. The committee has 
independently offered the schools a wide range of healthy eating resources, as the 
national HEAL campaign continues to be on hold in Virginia. Moreover, the Parks and 
Recreation Committee supports free fitness for all in the City by meeting with residents 
in neighborhood parks to showcase the adult fitness equipment, and by participating in 
activities such as an open gym that launched in the fall and exceeded 70 participants 
daily during the season. 
 

A Look Ahead 

In FY21, the Parks and Recreation Committee will work with City Staff to start the first 
phase of developing a strategic plan for the Parks and to capture new data from park 
users due to the spike in park visits since the pandemic. Additionally, the committee will 
gather input from the Parks, Cultural and Recreation Needs Assessment and the City’s 
biannual Citizen Survey.   
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Citywide park inspection will continue, as the committee goal is to regularly evaluate 
city parks to identify problems and maintain park amenities in a safe and inviting 
manner. City staff looks forward to training new members of the committee on how to 
conduct park inspections, which occur one to two times per month.  Committee 
member and city staff will continue to attend meetings of the Greater Prince William 
County Trails Coalition in an effort to assess possible partnerships and initiatives that 
would benefit the City’s Comprehensive Plan. In preparation for 2023, the City’s 150th 
birthday, the Committee will work closely with the Historic Resources Board to ensure 
programming and activities are inclusive to all members of the community. 
 

The Parks and Recreation Committee would like to sincerely thank the City of Manassas 
Council for its continued and unwavering support of the committee and looks forward to 
helping the Council reach its goals in FY21 for the City. 

 
 
Membership 

 
Member   Term Expiration 
Mike Freeland  January 30, 2024 
Lynn Forkell Greene  January 30, 2024 
Robert Keller  January 30, 2022 
Clara Meagher  January 30, 2022 
Mark Rabatin  January 30, 2024 
Malcom Richards  January 30, 2022 
Lawrence Smith  January 30, 2022 
Ivan Soto  January 30, 2022 
Sherry Levensky  Resigned February 2020 
Christina VandenBosche Resigned February 2020 
 
 
Alternate Member   Term Expiration 
Paul Dresler  January 30, 2022 
Jeffrey Wright  January 30, 2023 
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Attendance Report 
 

 Committee Members Meetings Present Absent 

Mike Freeland 8 7 1 
Lynn Forkell Greene 8 4 2 
Robert Keller 8 8 0 
Clara Meagher 8 7 1
Mark Rabatin 8 6 2
Malcolm Richards 8 6 2
Lawrence Smith 8 8 0
Ivan Soto 8 4 4
Sherry Levensky* 1 1 0
Christina VandenBosche* 5 4 1

  Alternate Members Meetings Present Absent 

  Paul Dresler 8 2 1 
  Sherry Levensky** 4 3 1 
  Jeffrey Wright 2 2 0 

 
*Sherry Levenksy and Christina VandenBosche resigned January 2020. 

**Sherry Levenksy was Alternate Member August through December 2019. 

 

Note:  The P&R Committee did not meet in April, May and June of 2020 due to the 
pandemic emergency.  Meetings resumed in July, 2020. 

 
Sincerely, 

         
_____________________________     ____________________________ 
Malcom Richards, Chair     Date 

 


